


 
Second Sunday of Advent – December 9, 2018 

 
THE END OF THE STORY 

Each person has a life story. It 
begins when a person is born, helpless 
and naked, infinitely valuable to his 
mother maybe but not of much account in 
the world at large. From that beginning 
on, each person is trying to get 
somewhere, to be something. At every 
stage, he is hoping that if he could only—
only what? Well, only ride the bike, win 
the girl, finish the degree, land the job, 
buy the house, get the raise—then, oh, 
then, he would have gotten what he 
wanted to have. He would be what he 
wanted to be. 

But what is it we really want to 
have and to be? What is the point of 
anything we strive for in our lives? When 
all is said and done, none of us is getting 
out of this world alive. And when we 
face that fact, what difference does 
anything make? Each chapter of a 
person’s life leads inexorably to the next, 
until it leads to death. As we face death, 
will we care at all anymore about all 
those things that we struggled to have 
and to be during any of the earlier 
chapters of our lives? 

It can be that we will. A person 
can write the story of his life in such a 
way that the main theme is the Lord and 
the things of the Lord. Those things last 
through death, into the world that is the 
everlasting last chapter for the lives of 
the Lord’s people. 

This week’s Psalm illuminates 
that last chapter brilliantly. In that world, 
on the other side of death, all the failures, 
all the sins, all the pains—everything that 
caused tears in earthly life, will be 
redeemed into joy. Even if a person 
ended the earthly story of his life with 
only seeds of faith, hope, and love, he 
will reap the fruit of those seeds with 
rejoicing in the world to come. At that 
time, each of the Lord’s people will look 
at what he has gotten and think he must 
be dreaming. He will look at what he 
himself has become and find it so hard to 
believe and so good that he bursts into 
laughter of joy. This end of the story is 
what is worth living for. 

 
Eleonore Stump 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Le chemin qui conduit au salut 
 

      « Préparez le chemin du Seigneur » 
dit Jean-Baptiste aux foules qui viennent 
l’écouter. Ce prophète n’a pas décidé un 
beau matin de se mettre à prêcher la 
venue du Messie. Il était à l’écoute de 
Dieu et il a répondu à son appel de se 
rendre dans le désert pour annoncer le 
salut que les Juifs attendaient depuis si 
longtemps. 
      Ecoutons-le à notre tour car il nous 
faut combler les ravins de notre égoïsme, 
abaisser les montagnes de notre orgueil, 
redresser les passages sinueux de nos 
mensonges, aplanir les routes déformées 
de nos préjudices. Préparer le chemin du 
Seigneur, c’est aussi nous mettre à 
l’écoute de Dieu, entendre sa parole dans 
notre cœur afin de découvrir son projet 
d’amour pour nous aujourd’hui.  
      Dieu ne nous promet pas une 
assurance tous risques contre les coups 
durs de la vie mais nous découvrirons 
que le chemin que nous suivons devient 
sûr à  partir du moment où nous faisons 
confiance au Seigneur qui nous y précède 
et nous y accompagne pas à pas. La 
sécurité se nourrit de la confiance en 
Dieu et du regard de foi porte sur les 
événements de notre vie. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had had a wonderful start to 
the Advent season!  
 

It was really wonderful to see so many of 
you at the spaghetti dinner on Saturday! 
Thank you to all of the volunteers, but 
especially to Jessica, Jeff, Claudia, and 
David who planned the evening and kept 
things running smoothly! 
 

We are excited to announce the start of a 
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program 
in the 2019-2020 school year! This will 
be an incredible way to grow our already 
vibrant community and to increase the 
rigor of our programs. We are currently 
accepting all students who will be 5-years 
old by December of 2019. 
 

If you or someone you know are 
interested in applying to Ecole Notre 
Dame des Victoires for the 2019-2020 
school year, please call 415-421-0069 or 
email admissions@ndvsf.org. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL December 8th          
5:15 pm      Rex Fernandez † 
SUNDAY December 9th           
7:30 am      Religious Vocations 
9:00 am      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Isabelle Leroy † 
12:15 pm    Arthur McGarrity † 
MONDAY December 10th              
7:00 am       Darryl Cohn 
12:10 pm    Intentions of Pope Francis 
TUESDAY December 11th       
7:00 am       Unemployed  
12:10 pm     Richard Wall † 
WEDNESDAY December 12th        
7:00 am        McCarter Hugh Casey † 
12:10 pm      María Cerón Gamero 
THURSDAY December 13th     
7:00 am        Victims of Human Trafficking 
12:10 pm      Victims of Racism 
FRIDAY December 14th           
7:00 am        Children with Cancer 
12:10 pm      Margery Murray Hinds  
SATURDAY December 15th 
7:00 am         Brenoan Daly † 
 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Fr. George Baricar, Michael 

Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria 
Christakos, Alice Consing, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 

Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, 

Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 
Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, Maria 

Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 

Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 

Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, 
Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, and 

Michael Wonderly. 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier, 
Karine Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara 

Charlene Johnke, Paulette Lusinchi, William 
McKnight, Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel  

 
Uharriet, 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 pm Christmas Carols, 5:15 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Masses in English at 9:00 am and 12:15 pm 
Mass In French at 10:30 am 

TUESDAY JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

Masses at 9:00 am in English and 10:30 am in French. 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTIONS: On the 
weekends of December 16th & 17th and 22nd & 23rd, you will 
have the opportunity to contribute to our Christmas Flower 
fund. Special Envelopes for the Second Collection 
Poinsettia Fund are placed in the pews. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY: During the Season of Advent 
we will pray the rosary with a special intention before the 
Vigil and Sunday Masses.  

 

 
 

The liturgical color for Advent is purple, just like Lent—as 
both are seasons that prepare us for great feast days. Also 
Advent (like Lent) includes an element of penance in the 
sense of preparing, quieting and disciplining our hearts for 
the full joy of Christmas. This penitential dimension is 
expressed through the color purple, but also through the 
restrained manner of decorating the church and altar:  
"During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should be 
marked by a moderation suited to the character of this time 
of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the 
Nativity of the Lord. 
 

 
 
Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
ministered for years for little to no pay. Their sacrifices now 
leave their religious communities without adequate 
retirement savings. Your gift to today’s second collection 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide 
medications, nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of 
elderly religious. Please be generous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GIVING TREE: This Christmas season share your blessings with Bay 
Area children in need. The annual NDV Giving Tree will be in the church 
and decorated with Christmas wishes of local children from the Hamilton 
Family Center and other agencies. Purchase a gift(s) for the child you 
selected. The recommended amount to spend is approximately $30.00. 
Items listed on the ornaments are suggestions from the child. Please no 
fake weapons, violent games or items with adult content.  Return your 
unwrapped gift(s), with the identification tag attached, to the Church before 
1:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 
LITURGICAL MEMORIALS: In the course of refurbishment and updating, 
the Parish on occasion finds it necessary to acquire liturgical items that will be 
used in our worship for many years to come. For example, we recently installed 
the new Ambry, the repository for our holy oils, which is located near the 
entrance to the sacristy. These types of items can make an excellent memorial 
for a loved one or a caring parishioner who wishes to leave a lasting tribute to 
the Parish. Please inquire with Fr. Juan if this opportunity is of interest. 
 

 
 
If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
December 9, 2018 – December 16, 2018 

Sunday           - Bar 5:1-9                     - Phil 1:4-6, 8-11                     - Lk 3:1-6 
Monday          - Is 35:1-10                                                                 - Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday          - Is 40:1-11                                                              - Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday     - Zec 2:14-17                                                            - Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday        - Is 41:13-20                                                            - Mt 11:11-15 
Friday            - Is 48:17-19                                                             - Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday        - Sir 48:1-4, 9-11                                                - Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday           - Zep 3:14-18a                    - Phil 4:4-7                     - Lk 3:10-18 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: December 1st and December 2nd   
  Church Basket:      $1,377.91 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $300.00 
       TOTAL:     $1,677.91 

 

 
 




